WEST BENGAL STATE UNIVERSITY

Department Of Political Science

M.A. Course Design

Semester- 1
COMPULSORY 
I

Modern Western Political Thought

1. Secularization of politics: Machiavelli
2. Contractualists: Hobbes (theory of state and sovereignty), Locke (liberal democracy   

    and theory of  welfare state) and Rousseau (General Will and popular sovereignty)
3. English utilitarian tradition: Bentham/ J.S. Mill
4. Metaphysical theory of state: Hegel
5. Critique of Enlightenment: Kant/ Nietzche

6. Concept of state and civil society: Gramsci
II

Contemporary Political Theory

1. Nature of political theory- its decline and resurgence 
2. Theories of the state: Liberal and Marxist
3. Role of ideology- end of ideology debate
4. Critical theory
5. Theory of justice: Rawls, Nozick and Communitarians

6. Emerging themes: Green political theory/ Multiculturalism 
III

Politics and Society
1. State- civil society relations: Liberal, Hegelian and Marxian traditions- contemporary  

    perspectives 
2. Power, authority and domination- elite theories; critique
3. Politics of communication- Information society debate
4. Emergence of Post modernism- some representative debates

5. Post- colonialism: major theories
6. Feminism: major schools

IV

Research Methods in Social Science
1. Nature of scientific knowledge- use of scientific method in social sciences
2. Designing social research: quantitative and qualitative dimensions 
3. Techniques of social research: measurement; methods of data collection; analysis of 
    social data
4. Writing a research report/ social research and theory building
Semester- II

COMPULSORY
 I

Administrative Theories (50 marks)
1. Emergence and development of Public Administration as a discipline: classical and neo- classical theories, NPA, Development Administration
2. Neo- liberal theories: Public Choice approach, New Public Management, good governance paradigm
3. Bureaucracy: Marxist model; Max Weber; post- Weberian development
4. Decision- making: Herbert Simon

5. Organizational structures: approaches and models

6. Organizational culture: leadership and motivation
II
 Indian Administration (50marks)
1. Evolution of Indian bureaucracy: colonial legacy- continuity and change
2. Administration- politician relationship- issue of political  neutrality vs. commitment
3. Accountability in administration: issue of administrative corruption- redressal machinery-administrative ethics
4. Administrative Reforms in India: 1st  ARC and 2nd ARC
5. Pursuit of administrative transparency- Right to Information

6. E- governance- problems and prospects

III
International Relations: Theories and Issues (50 marks)
1. Contending theories and approaches to the study of International Relations

2. Political Economy of International Relations: major debates- from international to transnational/ global 

3. International Law: obligation of states and its applicability 
4. Arms and Wars: Nature, causes and types of wars, arms control and disarmament

5. International conflicts and Peace studies; techniques of conflict resolution 

IV
India in World Politics

1. Indian Foreign Policy: continuity and change, basic determinants, relevance of non- alignment

2. Major security concerns in Indian Foreign policy: i. Nuclear issue: NPT, CTBT and 123 agreement, ii. Indian Ocean, iii. Terrorism
3. Conflict and co- operation in South Asia 

4. India and the major powers: USA and China

5. India and the UN
6. India approach to the regional organizations 
Semester- III

COMPULSORY
I
Modern Indian Political Thought

1. Early modernizer: Ram mohan Roy
2. Nationalism and internationalism: Bankimchandra and Tagore
3. Contribution towards national regeneration: Vivekananda and Aurobindo
4. Gandhi: critique of modern civilization; theory of non- violence and satyagraha
5. Socialist thinking: M.N.Roy, Jawaharlal Nehru, Subhas Chandra Bose and J.P. Narayan
6. Social democracy and social reform: B.R.Ambedkar
II

Social and Political Movements in Contemporary India

1. 'New' Social movements in India

2. Politics of the backward classes and the Dalit Movement

3. Ecology and politics: environmental movements

4. Gender justice: women's movement

5. State autonomy movements in India

6. Movements for smaller states
III
Indian Government and Politics
1. Federal Process in India: tension areas and emerging issues

2. Nature and problems of India’s democracy

3. Political Parties and the Indian Party System: current trends; politics of coalition

4. Changing character of the Indian state: from planning to neo- liberal reforms
5. Emerging Issues: politics of region and religion

6. Politics of social justice: reservation politics and minority question
IV

Local Governance in India

1. Evolution of local self government- milestones and debates in the Constituent Assembly
2. Constitutional basis of local self government: rural and urban

3. Participatory local governance: working of gram sabhas and ward committees

4. Inclusive local governance: gender dimension

5. Decentralized planning: District Planning Committees and Metropolitan Planning Committees

6. Challenges to democratic decentralization
Semester- IV
OPTIONAL

Paper- I

Politics and Governance in Contemporary West Bengal

I 

Politics in West Bengal (50 marks)

1. Studying state politics in India: the conceptual framework

2. The Congress rule: features and implications
3.  The Naxalite movement: basic issues

4. Left radicalism in West Bengal
5. Macro- political stability in West Bengal: sources and challenges
6. Sub- state politics in West Bengal: the  Gorkhaland agitation
II 

Local Governance: Rural (50 marks)
1. Village self government in West Bengal: an historical outline

2. Participatory rural governance: Functioning of Gram Sansads 

3. Women in Panchayati Raj in West Bengal

4. Politics in rural West Bengal: emergent features

5. Decentralized participatory planning- role of Panchayats
6. SHGs in West Bengal: role in governance and development
III 

Local Governance: Urban (50 marks)
1. Urbanization in West Bengal: traits and trends

2.  Institutional reforms in municipal governance

3. Community participation in urban governance

4. Governing New Towns in West Bengal

5. Gender paradigm in Urban governance

6. Urban Development: Public- private participation
IV

Thematic Dissertation (50 marks)
Paper- II

South Asia: Society, Political Economy and Foreign Relations

I
Society and Polity in South Asia (50 marks)

1. South Asia: State formation and problems of nation building

2. Political Structure and institutions: nature and role

3. Electoral politics in South Asia

4. Tension areas between big and small South Asian countries

5. Recent trends in South Asian politics in the new global order
II
South Asia and the Major Powers (50 marks)

1. South Asia and the United States

2. China factor in South Asian politics

3. South Asia and the extra- regional powers

4. Linkages between South Asia and other regional and sub- regional organizations
5. Role of UN in South Asian politics
III
India and Asia (50 marks)

1. India's economic policy towards its neighbours

2.  India's relationship with Pakistan: issues of discord and the road ahead

3.  India's bilateral relations with its smaller neighbours

4. India and China: from hostility to cooperation

5. India and other Asian nations

IV

Thematic Dissertation (50 marks) 
